
  

 

 Dear Parents and Students, 
  
The most wonderful time of 
year is here, when we show 
our appreciation and love 
for the people around 
us.  Itôs hard to believe that 
the school year is almost 
half-way over.  It seems like 
just yesterday that we are 
welcoming our students to a 
brand-new school year and 
now Christmas and the New 
Year are upon us.  I would 
like to say that I am very 

proud of our students and thankful for our teachers 
because they keep making this school year a great 
success.  Winter break is a wonderful time to rest and 
reflect on 2023 and to begin looking forward to a 
fresh start in 2024.  I know you are all looking for-
ward to spending time with your friends and loved 
ones, as am I.  While on break, it is important to do 
something to keep the mind stimulated.  This break 
serves as a perfect opportunity to catch up on reading 
your favorite book, or to start a new one.  Itôs also a 
great time to start a diary to journal your thoughts and 
dreams. 

During this wonderful season of giving and showing 
gratitude, I would like for all of us to think of those 
less fortunate, and to somehow make them feel the 
warmth and the love that is so symbolic of the Christ-
mas season.  It could be something as small as provid-
ing a toy for a needy child or a blanket to the home-
less person on the street corner, the possibilities are 
endless. I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  Enjoy this festive season and 
whatever it represents to you and your family.  I look 
forward to greeting all our students back to school on 
Tuesday, January 9th, 2024 ready to take on the rest of 
the school year with a fresh mind that is ready to 
learn. 

Larissa Gonchar, COA Director 

ʋʚʘʞʘʝʤʳʝ ʈʦʜʠʪʝʣʠ ʠ ʉʪʫʜʝʥʪʳ, 
  

ʅʘʩʪʫʧʠʣʦ ʩʘʤʦʝ ʯʫʜʝʩʥʦʝ ʚʨʝʤʷ ʛʦʜʘ, ʢʦʛʜʘ ʤʳ 
ʧʨʦʷʚʣʷʝʤ ʩʚʦʶ ʧʨʠʟʥʘʪʝʣʴʥʦʩʪʴ ʠ ʣʶʙʦʚʴ ʢ 
ʦʢʨʫʞʘʶʱʠʤ ʥʘʩ ʣʶʜʷʤ. ʊʨʫʜʥʦ ʧʦʚʝʨʠʪʴ, ʯʪʦ 
ʫʯʝʙʥʳʡ ʛʦʜ ʧʦʯʪʠ ʥʘʧʦʣʦʚʠʥʫ ʟʘʢʦʥʯʝʥ. ʂʘʞʝʪʩʷ, 
ʯʪʦ ʪʦʣʴʢʦ ʚʯʝʨʘ ʤʳ ʧʨʠʚʝʪʩʪʚʦʚʘʣʠ ʥʘʰʠʭ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʦʚ 
ʠ ʧʦʟʜʨʘʚʣʷʣʠ ʠʭ ʩ ʥʦʚʳʤ ʫʯʝʙʥʳʤ ʛʦʜʦʤ, ʘ ʩʝʡʯʘʩ 
ʤʳ ʫʞʝ ʩʯʠʪʘʝʤ ʜʥʠ ʜʦ ʈʦʞʜʝʩʪʚʘ ʠ ʅʦʚʦʛʦ ɻʦʜʘ. ʗ 
ʠʩʢʨʝʥʥʝ ʛʦʨʞʫʩʴ ʚʩʝʤʠ ʥʘʰʠʤʠ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʘʤʠ   ʠ 
ʧʨʝʧʦʜʘʚʘʪʝʣʷʤʠ, ʢʦʪʦʨʳʝ ʧʨʠʣʘʛʘʶʪ ʦʛʨʦʤʥʳʝ 
ʫʩʠʣʠʷ ʜʣʷ ʪʦʛʦ, ʯʪʦʙʳ ʵʪʦʪ ʫʯʝʙʥʳʡ ʛʦʜ ʙʳʣ 
ʫʩʧʝʰʥʳʤ. ɿʠʤʥʠʝ ʢʘʥʠʢʫʣʳ - ɻ ʪʦ ʧʨʝʢʨʘʩʥʘʷ 
ʚʦʟʤʦʞʥʦʩʪʴ ʜʣʷ ʦʪʜʳʭʘ, ʧʦʜʚʝʜʝʥʠʷ ʠʪʦʛʦʚ 
ʫʭʦʜʷʱʝʛʦ 2023 ʛʦʜʘ ʠ ʩʦʩʪʘʚʣʝʥʠʷ ʧʣʘʥʦʚ ʥʘ ʅʦʚʳʡ 
2024 ʛʦʜ. ʗ ʟʥʘʶ, ʯʪʦ ʚʩʝ ʤʳ ʩ ʥʝʪʝʨʧʝʥʠʝʤ ʦʞʠʜʘʝʤ 
ʟʠʤʥʠʭ ʢʘʥʠʢʫʣ, ʯʪʦʙʳ ʧʨʦʚʝʩʪʠ ʵʪʦ ʚʨʝʤʷ ʩ ʥʘʰʠʤʠ 
ʜʨʫʟʴʷʤʠ ʠ ʙʣʠʟʢʠʤʠ. ɺʦ ʚʨʝʤʷ ʢʘʥʠʢʫʣ ʚʘʞʥʦ 
ʧʦʜʜʝʨʞʠʚʘʪʴ ʩʝʙʷ ʚ ʘʢʪʠʚʥʦʡ ʬʦʨʤʝ - ʟʘʥʷʪʴʩʷ 
ʣʶʙʠʤʳʤ ʜʝʣʦʤ, ʜʦʯʠʪʘʪʴ ʠʥʪʝʨʝʩʥʫʶ ʢʥʠʛʫ ʠʣʠ 
ʥʘʯʘʪʴ ʯʠʪʘʪʴ ʥʦʚʫʶ. ʄʳ ʪʘʢʞʝ ʤʦʞʝʤ ʥʘʯʘʪʴ ʧʠʩʘʪʴ 
ʣʠʯʥʳʡ ʜʥʝʚʥʠʢ ʠ ʟʘʧʠʩʳʚʘʪʴ ʪʫʜʘ ʩʚʦʠ ʤʳʩʣʠ ʠ 
ʤʝʯʪʳ.  

ɺ ʵʪʦʪ ʟʘʤʝʯʘʪʝʣʴʥʳʡ ʩʝʟʦʥ ʧʦʜʘʨʢʦʚ ʠ 
ʙʣʘʛʦʜʘʨʥʦʩʪʝʡ ʤʥʝ ʦʯʝʥʴ ʭʦʯʝʪʩʷ ʧʨʠʟʚʘʪʴ ʚʩʝʭ ʥʘʩ 
ʧʦʜʫʤʘʪʴ ʦ ʪʝʭ, ʢʪʦ ʠʩʧʳʪʳʚʘʝʪ ʞʠʟʥʝʥʥʳʝ ʪʨʫʜʥʦʩʪʠ 
ʠ ʧʦʤʦʯʴ ʠʤ ʧʦʯʫʚʩʪʚʦʚʘʪʴ ʪʝʧʣʦ ʠ ʣʶʙʦʚʴ ʦʪ 
ʦʢʨʫʞʘʶʱʠʭ ʣʶʜʝʡ ʚʦ ʚʨʝʤʷ ʈʦʞʜʝʩʪʚʝʥʩʢʠʭ 
ʧʨʘʟʜʥʠʢʦʚ. ʅʘʰʝ ʚʥʠʤʘʥʠʝ ʢ ʥʫʞʜʘʶʱʠʤʩʷ ʤʦʞʝʪ 
ʙʳʪʴ ʚʳʨʘʞʝʥʦ ʚ ʯʝʤ-ʪʦ ʤʘʣʝʥʴʢʦʤ, ʥʘʧʨʠʤʝʨ, 
ʠʛʨʫʰʢʝ ʜʣʷ ʨʝʙʸʥʢʘ ʠʣʠ ʦʜʝʷʣʝ ʜʣʷ ʙʝʟʜʦʤʥʦʛʦ ʥʘ 
ʫʣʠʮʝ; ʩʫʱʝʩʪʚʫʝʪ ʤʥʦʛʦ ʚʦʟʤʦʞʥʦʩʪʝʡ ʜʣʷ 
ʧʨʦʷʚʣʝʥʠʷ ʚʥʠʤʘʥʠʷ ʢ ʙʣʠʞʥʠʤ. ɾʝʣʘʶ ɺʘʤ 
ʉʯʘʩʪʣʠʚʦʛʦ ʈʦʞʜʝʩʪʚʘ ʠ ʅʦʚʦʛʦ ɻʦʜʘ. 
ʅʘʩʣʘʞʜʘʡʪʝʩʴ ʵʪʠʤʠ ʧʨʘʟʜʥʠʢʘʤʠ ʠ ʚʩʝʤ, ʯʪʦ ʩ ʥʠʤʠ 
ʩʚʷʟʘʥʦ ʜʣʷ ʚʘʩ ʠ ʚʘʰʝʡ ʩʝʤʴʠ. ʗ ʩ ʥʝʪʝʨʧʝʥʠʝʤ ʞʜʫ 
ʥʘʯʘʣʘ ʟʘʥʷʪʠʡ ʚ ʅʦʚʦʤ ɻʦʜʫ ʠ ʩ ʨʘʜʦʩʪʴʶ ʙʫʜʫ 
ʚʩʪʨʝʯʘʪʴ ʚʩʝʭ ʥʘʰʠʭ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʦʚ ʦʙʨʘʪʥʦ ʚ ʰʢʦʣʝ 9-ʛʦ 
ʷʥʚʘʨʷ 2024 ʛʦʜʘ, ʚʦ ʚʪʦʨʥʠʢ - ʦʪʜʦʭʥʫʚʰʠʤʠ ʠ 
ʛʦʪʦʚʳʤʠ ʢ ʫʯʝʙʝ. 

  

ʃʘʨʠʩʘ ɻʦʥʯʘʨ, ʉʆɸ ɼʠʨʝʢʪʦʨ 

Larissa.Gonchar@gcccharters.org 

(916) 286-1950 

Bridges 
Nov/Dec,  2023  

PARENT NEWSLETTER 

Whatever it takes our kids are worth it! 

  
           5640 Dudley Blvd., McClellan, CA 95652       /     (916) 286-1950 

Enjoy a Safe and Wonderful Winter Break  / Dec 22 - Jan 8   
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Ʒ Where did you come from to Sacramento?  I came to 
Sacramento from St. Petersburg, Russia, after our fami-
ly won the Green Card Lottery. 

  
Ʒ How long have you been interested in draw-
ing?  Who inspired you to study fine art?  I started 
drawing when I was in first grade. I received my first 
lessons in the Creative Arts Center.  Soon after, I went 
to the Studio of the talented teacher Elena Nikolaevna 
Zalivakhina, with whom I studied for 5 years.  I learned 
basic artistic techniques from her. 

  
Ʒ Where are you currently improving your 
skills?  What do you like to draw, where do you get 
your ideas?  After moving to the USA, I started visit-
ing the Art Studio of Sergei Yatsenko. I love to draw 
bright pictures and use different techniques: acrylic, oil, 
pastel, sketching, etc.  In addition, I like to paint on both 
large and small canvases.  Drawings on small canvases 
often serve as souvenirs for small events and holi-
days.  I really like giving gifts to friends and acquaint-
ances! 

  
Ʒ Does the ability to draw help you in life?  What oth-
er hobbies do you have?  Would you like to continue 
to be involved in creative fields and what profession 
do you dream of having?  The ability to draw has 

often helped me in life.  When I attended school in Rus-
sia, I drew posters for school theater performanc-
es.  Also, I never have a problem if I need to make a 
special gift for my loved ones - I give them my paint-
ings! 

 

Ʒ How long have you been attending COA?  Do you 
like your school?  This is my third year at COA.  I 
really like the school and have made many friends 
here.  In addition, the school makes considerable efforts 
to develop the talents and abilities of students.  I enjoy 
doing gymnastics and ballet. 

 
Ʒ Do you think an artist needs higher educa-
tion?  What techniques do you use in your creativi-
ty?  An artist must have at least a basic education 
level in art because, as in any field, you need to gain 
basic knowledge before you develop greater skills.  I 
often sketch, and more recently, I enjoy mainly working 
with oils on canvas. 

 

Ʒ What advice could you give to young people who, 
like you, love to draw?  I advise young people not to 
be afraid to start something new in their lives, listen to 
their intuition and what inspires them, and look for 
things that they excel in above others.  If you focus on 
that, over time, everyone will be able to achieve the 
goals in their lives. 

 

I GIVE THEM MY PICTURES! 
Interview with 8th grade student, Sofia Chernyavskaya 
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Ʒ ʆʪʢʫʜʘ ʪʳ ʧʨʠʝʭʘʣʘ ʚ ʉʘʢʨʘʤʝʥʪʦ? ʗ ʧʨʠʝʭʘʣʘ ʚ 
ʉʘʢʨʘʤʝʥʪʦ ʠʟ ʉʘʥʢʪ-ʇʝʪʝʨʙʫʨʛʘ (ʈʦʩʩʠʷ) ʧʦʩʣʝ ʪʦʛʦ, 
ʢʘʢ ʥʘʰʘ ʩʝʤʴʷ ʚʳʠʛʨʘʣʘ ʚ ʃʦʪʝʨʝʝ Green Card.  

Ʒ ʂʘʢ ʜʘʚʥʦ ʪʳ ʫʚʣʝʢʘʝʰʴʩʷ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʥʠʝʤ? ʂʪʦ 
ʚʜʦʭʥʦʚʠʣ ʪʝʙʷ ʫʯʠʪʴʩʷ ʠʟʦʙʨʘʟʠʪʝʣʴʥʦʤʫ 
ʠʩʢʫʩʩʪʚʫ? ʗ ʥʘʯʘʣʘ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʪ ʴ, ʢʦʛʜʘ ʫʯʠʣʘʩʴ ʝʱʝ ʚ 
ʧʝʨʚʦʤ ʢʣʘʩʩʝ. ʇʝʨʚʳʝ ʫʨʦʢʠ ʷ ʧʦʣʫʯʘʣʘ ʚ ʜʦʤʝ 
ʪʚʦʨʯʝʩʪʚʘ, ʧʦʪʦʤ ʧʦʰʣʘ ʚ ʉʪʫʜʠʶ ʢ ʪʘʣʘʥʪʣʠʚʦʤʫ 
ʧʝʜʘʛʦʛʫ ɽʣʝʥʝ ʅʠʢʦʣʘʝʚʥʝ ɿʘʣʠʚʘʭʠʥʦʡ, ʫ ʢʦʪʦʨʦʡ ʷ 
ʫʯʠʣʘʩʴ 5 ʣʝʪ. ʆʩʥʦʚʥʳʤ ʭʫʜʦʞʝʩʪʚʝʥʥʳʤ ʪʝʭʥʠʢʘʤ ʷ 
ʥʘʫʯʠʣʘʩʴ ʠʤʝʥʥʦ ʫ ʥʝʝ.  

Ʒ ɻʜʝ ʪʳ ʩʝʡʯʘʩ ʩʦʚʝʨʰʝʥʩʪʚʫʝʰʴ ʩʚʦʠ ʥʘʚʳʢʠ? ʏʪʦ 
ʣʶʙʠʰʴ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʪʴ, ʦʪʢʫʜʘ ʯʝʨʧʘʝʰʴ ʠʜʝʠ? ʇʦʩʣʝ 
ʧʝʨʝʩʝʣʝʥʠʷ ʚ ʉʐɸ, ʷ ʥʘʯʘʣʘ ʧʦʩʝʱʘʪʴ 
ʭʫʜʦʞʝʩʪʚʝʥʥʫʶ ʩʪʫʜʠʶ ʉʝʨʛʝʷ ʗʮʝʥʢʦ. ʗ ʣʶʙʣʶ 
ʨʠʩʦʚʘʪʴ ʷʨʢʠʝ ʢʘʨʪʠʥʳ, ʠʩʧʦʣʴʟʦʚʘʪʴ ʨʘʟʥʳʝ 
ʪʝʭʥʠʢʠ: ʘʢʨʠʣ, ʤʘʩʣʦ, ʧʘʩʪʝʣʴ, ʩʢʝʪʯʠʥʛ ʠ ʪ.ʜ. ʂʨʦʤʝ 
ʵʪʦʛʦ ʤʥʝ ʥʨʘʚʠʪʩʷ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʪʴ ʢʘʢ ʥʘ ʭʦʣʩʪʘʭ ʙʦʣʴʰʦʛʦ 
ʨʘʟʤʝʨʘ, ʪʘʢ ʠ ʥʘ ʩʘʤʳʭ ʤʘʣʝʥʴʢʠʭ. ʈʠʩʫʥʢʠ ʥʘ 
ʤʘʣʝʥʴʢʠʭ ʭʦʣʩʪʘʭ ʯʘʩʪʦ ʩʣʫʞʘʪ ʩʫʚʝʥʠʨʘʤʠ ʜʣʷ 
ʥʝʙʦʣʴʰʠʭ ʩʦʙʳʪʠʡ ʠ ʧʨʘʟʜʥʠʢʦʚ. ʄʥʝ ʦʯʝʥʴ 
ʥʨʘʚʠʪʩʷ ʜʘʨʠʪʴ ʧʦʜʘʨʢʠ ʜʨʫʟʴʷʤ ʠ ʟʥʘʢʦʤʳʤ!  

Ʒ ʇʦʤʦʛʘʝʪ ʣʠ ʪʝʙʝ ʫʤʝʥʠʝ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʪʴ ʚ ʞʠʟʥʠ? ʂʘʢʠʝ 
ʝʱʸ  ʫʚʣʝʯʝʥʠʷ ʫ ʪʝʙʷ ʝʩʪʴ? ʍʦʪʝʣʘ ʙʳ ʪʳ ʠ 
ʜʘʣʴʰʝ ʟʘʥʠʤʘʪʴʩʷ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʥʠʝʤ ʠ ʢʝʤ ʧʦ ʧʨʦʬʝʩʩʠʠ 
ʤʝʯʪʘʝʰʴ ʩʪʘʪʴ? ʋʤʝʥʠʝ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʪ ʴ ʯʘʩʪ ʦ 
ʧʦʤʦʛʘʣʦ ʤʥʝ ʚ ʞʠʟʥʠ. ʂʦʛʜʘ ʷ ʫʯʠʣʘʩʴ ʚ ʛʠʤʥʘʟʠʠ ʚ 
ʈʦʩʩʠʠ, ʷ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʣʘ ʘʬʠʰʠ ʜʣʷ ʪʝʘʪʨʘʣʴʥʳʭ ʰʢʦʣʴʥʳʭ 
ʧʨʝʜʩʪʘʚʣʝʥʠʡ. ʊʘʢʞʝ, ʫ ʤʝʥʷ ʥʠʢʦʛʜʘ ʥʝʪ ʚʦʟʥʠʢʘʝʪ 
ʧʨʦʙʣʝʤ, ʝʩʣʠ ʥʫʞʥʦ ʩʜʝʣʘʪʴ ʦʩʦʙʝʥʥʳʡ ʧʦʜʘʨʦʢ ʜʣʷ 
ʤʦʠʭ ʙʣʠʟʢʠʭ ï ̫ ʜʘʨʶ ʠʤ ʩʚʦʠ ʢʘʨʪʠʥʳ!  

Ʒ ʂʘʢ ʜʘʚʥʦ ʪʳ ʥʘʯʘʣʘ ʫʯʠʪʴʩʷ ʚ ʰʢʦʣʝ ʉʆɸ? 
ʅʨʘʚʠʪʩʷ ʣʠ ʪʝʙʝ ʚ ʪʚʦʝʡ ʰʢʦʣʝ? ɺ COA ̫ ʫʯʫʩʴ 
ʪʨʝʪʠʡ ʛʦʜ. ʐʢʦʣʘ ʤʥʝ ʦʯʝʥʴ ʥʨʘʚʠʪʩʷ, ʷ ʥʘʰʣʘ ʟʜʝʩʴ 
ʤʥʦʛʦ ʜʨʫʟʝʡ. ʂʨʦʤʝ ʵʪʦʛʦ, ʰʢʦʣʦʡ ʧʨʝʜʧʨʠʥʠʤʘʶʪʩʷ 
ʥʝʤʘʣʳʝ ʫʩʠʣʠʷ ʜʣʷ ʨʘʟʚʠʪʠʷ ʪʘʣʘʥʪʦʚ ʠ 
ʩʧʦʩʦʙʥʦʩʪʝʡ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʦʚ. ʗ ʩ ʫʜʦʚʦʣʴʩʪʚʠʝʤ 
ʟʘʥʠʤʘʶʩʴ ʛʠʤʥʘʩʪʠʢʦʡ ʠ ʙʘʣʝʪʦʤ. 

Ʒ ʂʘʢ ʪʳ ʩʯʠʪʘʝʰʴ, ʥʫʞʥʦ ʣʠ ʭʫʜʦʞʥʠʢʫ 
ʧʨʦʬʝʩʩʠʦʥʘʣʴʥʦʝ ʦʙʨʘʟʦʚʘʥʠʝ? ʂʘʢʠʝ ʪʝʭʥʠʢʠ ʪʳ 
ʠʩʧʦʣʴʟʫʝʰʴ ʚ ʩʚʦʝʤ ʪʚʦʨʯʝʩʪʚ? ʍʫʜʦʞʥʠʢ ʜʦʣʞʝʥ 
ʦʙʷʟʘʪʝʣʴʥʦ ʠʤʝʪʴ ʭʦʪʷ ʙʳ ʙʘʟʦʚʦʝ ʦʙʨʘʟʦʚʘʥʠʝ, 
ʧʦʪʦʤʫ ʯʪʦ ʚ ʣʶʙʦʡ ʩʬʝʨʝ ʥʫʞʥʦ ʧʦʣʫʯʠʪʴ ʟʥʘʥʠʷ 
ʧʨʝʞʜʝ, ʯʝʤ ʧʦʷʚʷʪʩʷ ʥʘʚʳʢʠ. ʗ ʯʘʩʪʦ ʨʠʩʫʶ ʵʩʢʠʟʳ, 
ʩʝʡʯʘʩ ʚ ʦʩʥʦʚʥʦʤ ʨʘʙʦʪʘʶ ʤʘʩʣʦʤ ʥʘ ʭʦʣʩʪʘʭ. 

Ʒ ʂʘʢʠʝ ʩʦʚʝʪʳ ʪʳ ʤʦʛʣʘ ʙʳ ʜʘʪʴ ʨʝʙʷʪʘʤ, ʢʦʪʦʨʳʝ 
ʪʘʢʞʝ, ʢʘʢ ʠ ʪʳ, ʣʶʙʷʪ ʨʠʩʦʚʘʪʴ? ʈʝʙʷʪ ʘʤ ʷ ʤʦʛʫ 
ʧʦʩʦʚʝʪʦʚʘʪʴ ʥʝ ʙʦʷʪʴʩʷ ʥʘʯʠʥʘʪʴ ʯʪʦ-ʪʦ ʥʦʚʦʝ ʚ 
ʩʚʦʝʡ ʞʠʟʥʠ, ʧʨʠʩʣʫʰʠʚʘʪʴʩʷ ʢ ʩʚʦʠʤ ʞʝʣʘʥʠʷʤ, 
ʠʩʢʘʪʴ ʠ ʜʝʣʘʪʴ ʪʦ, ʯʪʦ ʧʦʣʫʯʘʝʪʩʷ ʫ ʪʝʙʷ ʣʫʯʰʝ, ʯʝʤ ʫ 
ʜʨʫʛʠʭ. ʀ ʩʦ ʚʨʝʤʝʥʝʤ - ʢʘʞʜʳʡ ʩʤʦʞʝʪ ʜʦʙʠʪʴʩʷ 
ʫʩʧʝʭʘ ʠ ʭʦʨʦʰʠʭ ʨʝʟʫʣʴʪʘʪʦʚ ʚ ʩʚʦʝʡ ʞʠʟʥʠ.  

 

 

ʗ ɼɸʈʖ ʀʄ ʉɺʆʀ ʂɸʈʊʀʅʓ! 
ˮ͔͍ͤͭͪΈΌ ͫͦ ͔͚ͫͭͯ͒ͤͭͦ͟ у-͎ͦ ͊ͫͫ͊͟͡Σ ˿ͦͺ͙͔͚ ͔̉ͪͤΎ͍͚ͫͦ͟ 
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The COA talent show which takes 
place annually is a significant event 
for our students. Children prepare for 
this evening with utmost desire, they 
want their parents to admire them 
when they perform on stage. All who 
attended the event were pleased to 
watch the students  who carefully 
prepared for this night. Our staff 
conducted many rehearsals, and both 
students and teachers were nervous 
before each performance. I personal-
ly spent many evenings thinking 
about how to better organize this 

event. I would analyze every detail that could help better 
enrich our talent show. I really wanted to organize this won-
derful event not only for the children, but also for their par-
ents. The children got to experience delight and a ñdriveò as 
they were performing on our huge stage of our school thea-
ter. I believe high-quality and professionally selected reper-
toire is the key to the success of any event; all of our careful-
ly selected talented teachers wanted to convey all the incredi-
ble and exciting emotions that comes with stage perfor-
mance. During the night there was a lot of fun and laughter 
that filled the room as well as warmth and happiness in the 

eyes of children and parents. Something I have noticed 
through the years is that children will give their all when they 
themselves like the song, dance, or piece of music chosen. 
When I stood at the end of the stage, I was very worried 
about every detail of each performance, so that everything 
ran smoothly. I also paid attention to the attendees that filled 
the theater room such as their parents, grandparents, and sib-
lings of the children performing. When our red curtains 
opened, the parents' gaze automatically shifted towards the 
stage, and as soon as I saw the delight and admiration in their 
eyes, that is when I stopped worrying. Each children's perfor-
mance began and ended with a flurry of emotions and ap-
plause. Many parents held their breath and filmed their 
child's every move on their phone. Our teachers and school 
administration also watched the show with delight. The per-
formances seemed to go by in one breath. I think that the 
success of this event lay in the fact that our students are very 
talented, and that their professional teachers selected a reper-
toire that was very interesting for the students. Their devo-
tion and endless hours of quality rehearsals were a massive 
contribution to making this talent show memorable for both 
the performers and the audience to remember for a lifetime.  
 

Svetlana Muzychenko, Afterschool Program Coordinator 

 

2023 TALENT SHOW @ COA ES 
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ɺʝʯʝʨ ʪʘʣʘʥʪʦʚ, ʢʦʪʦʨʳʡ ʝʞʝʛʦʜʥʦ ʧʨʦʭʦʜʠʪ ʚ ʰʢʦʣʝ 
ʉʆɸ, ʷʚʣʷʝʪʩʷ ʜʣʷ ʥʘʰʠʭ ʜʝʪʝʡ ʟʥʘʤʝʥʘʪʝʣʴʥʳʤ 
ʩʦʙʳʪʠʝʤ. ʂ ʵʪʦʤʫ ʚʝʯʝʨʫ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʳ ʛʦʪʦʚʷʪʩʷ ʩ ʦʛʨʦʤʥʳʤ 
ʞʝʣʘʥʠʝʤ. ɼʝʪʠ ʭʦʪʷʪ, ʯʪʦʙʳ ʨʦʜʠʪʝʣʠ ʚʦʩʭʠʱʘʣʠʩʴ ʠʭ 
ʚʳʩʪʫʧʣʝʥʠʝʤ ʥʘ ʩʮʝʥʝ. ʀ ʜʣʷ ʪʦʛʦ, ʯʪʦʙʳ ʵʪʦ 
ʛʨʘʥʜʠʦʟʥʦʝ ʤʝʨʦʧʨʠʷʪʠʝ ʩʦʩʪʦʷʣʦʩʴ, ʙʳʣʦ ʟʘʜʝʡʩʪʚʦʚʘʥʦ 
ʤʥʦʛʦ ʰʢʦʣʴʥʳʭ ʨʝʩʫʨʩʦʚ ʠ ʪʘʣʘʥʪʦʚ ʜʝʪʝʡ. ʇʨʠ ʵʪʦʤ, 
ʥʘʤ ʙʳʣʦ ʦʯʝʥʴ ʧʨʠʷʪʥʦ ʥʘʙʣʶʜʘʪʴ ʟʘ ʜʝʪʴʤʠ, ʢʦʪʦʨʳʝ 
ʪʱʘʪʝʣʴʥʦ ʛʦʪʦʚʠʣʠʩʴ ʢ ʵʪʦʤʫ ʧʨʘʟʜʥʠʢʫ. ʄʥʦʛʦ 
ʨʝʧʝʪʠʮʠʡ ʙʳʣʦ ʧʨʦʚʝʜʝʥʦ ʥʘʰʠʤʠ ʩʦʪʨʫʜʥʠʢʘʤʠ, ʘ ʧʝʨʝʜ 
ʚʳʩʪʫʧʣʝʥʠʷʤʠ ʚʦʣʥʦʚʘʣʠʩʴ ʢʘʢ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʳ, ʪʘʢ ʠ ʫʯʠʪʝʣʷ. 
ʗ ʤʥʦʛʦ ʚʝʯʝʨʦʚ ʜʫʤʘʣʘ, ʢʘʢ ʦʨʛʘʥʠʟʦʚʘʪʴ ʵʪʦ 
ʤʝʨʦʧʨʠʷʪʠʝ ʝʱʝ ʣʫʯʰʝ ʠ ʢʨʘʩʠʚʝʝ; ʘʥʘʣʠʟʠʨʦʚʘʣʘ 
ʢʘʞʜʫʶ ʜʝʪʘʣʴ, ʢʦʪʦʨʘʷ ʩʤʦʛʣʘ ʙʳ ʫʢʨʘʩʠʪʴ ʥʘʰ 
ʰʢʦʣʴʥʳʡ ʧʨʘʟʜʥʠʢ. ʄʥʝ ʦʯʝʥʴ ʭʦʪʝʣʦʩʴ ʫʩʪʨʦʠʪʴ 
ʢʨʘʩʠʚʳʡ ʧʨʘʟʜʥʠʢ ʥʝ ʪʦʣʴʢʦ ʜʣʷ ʜʝʪʝʡ, ʥʦ ʠ ʜʣʷ ʠʭ 
ʨʦʜʠʪʝʣʝʡ. ɼʝʪʠ ʦʯʝʥʴ ʩʪʘʨʘʣʠʩʴ ʠ ʠʩʧʳʪʳʚʘʣʠ 
ʥʝʚʝʨʦʷʪʥʳʡ ʚʦʩʪʦʨʛ ʠ ñʜʨʘʡʚò, ʚʳʩʪʫʧʘʷ ʥʘ ʦʛʨʦʤʥʦʡ 
ʩʮʝʥʝ ʰʢʦʣʴʥʦʛʦ ʪʝʘʪʨʘ. ʂʘʯʝʩʪʚʝʥʥʳʡ ʠ 
ʧʨʦʬʝʩʩʠʦʥʘʣʴʥʦ ʧʦʜʦʙʨʘʥʥʳʡ ʨʝʧʝʨʪʫʘʨ - ʟʘʣʦʛ ʫʩʧʝʭʘ 
ʣʶʙʦʛʦ ʤʝʨʦʧʨʠʷʪʠʷ. ɺʩʝʤ ʥʘʰʠʤ ʪʘʣʘʥʪʣʠʚʝʡʰʠʤ 
ʧʝʜʘʛʦʛʘʤ ʪʘʢ ʭʦʪʝʣʦʩʴ ʧʦʜʘʨʠʪʴ ʜʝʪʢʘʤ ʥʝʚʝʨʦʷʪʥʳʝ ʠ 
ʟʘʭʚʘʪʳʚʘʶʱʠʝ ʵʤʦʮʠʠ. ɺʦ ʚʨʝʤʷ ʚʳʩʪʫʧʣʝʥʠʡ ʙʳʣʦ 
ʤʥʦʛʦ ʚʝʩʝʣʴʷ ʠ ʩʤʝʭʘ, ʪʝʧʣʦʪʳ ʠ ʩʯʘʩʪʴʝ ʚ ʛʣʘʟʘʭ ʜʝʪʝʡ ʠ 
ʨʦʜʠʪʝʣʝʡ. ʗ ʜʘʚʥʦ ʟʘʤʝʪʠʣʘ, ʯʪʦ ʜʝʪʠ ʧʦʣʥʦʩʪʴʶ 

ʚʳʢʣʘʜʳʚʘʶʪʩʷ ʪʦʣʴʢʦ ʪʦʛʜʘ, ʢʦʛʜʘ ʠʤ ʩʘʤʠʤ ʥʨʘʚʠʪʩʷ 
ʧʝʩʥʷ, ʪʘʥʝʮ ʠʣʠ ʤʫʟʳʢʘʣʴʥʦʝ ʧʨʦʠʟʚʝʜʝʥʠʝ. ʂʦʛʜʘ ʷ 
ʩʪʦʷʣʘ ʥʘ ʢʨʘʶ ʩʮʝʥʳ - ̫  ʦʯʝʥʴ ʚʦʣʥʦʚʘʣʘʩʴ ʠ ʧʝʨʝʞʠʚʘʣʘ 
ʟʘ ʢʘʞʜʫʶ ʜʝʪʘʣʴ ʚʳʩʪʫʧʣʝʥʠʡ, ʯʪʦʙʳ ʚʩʸ ʧʦʣʫʯʠʣʦʩʴ. ʗ 
ʪʘʢʞʝ ʚʠʜʝʣʘ, ʢʘʢ ʪʝʘʪʨʘʣʴʥʳʡ ʟʘʣ ʟʘʧʦʣʥʷʝʪʩʷ 
ʨʦʜʠʪʝʣʷʤʠ, ʜʝʜʫʰʢʘʤʠ ʠ ʙʘʙʫʰʢʘʤʠ, ʙʨʘʪʠʢʘʤʠ ʠ 
ʩʝʩʪʨʠʯʢʘʤʠ ʚʳʩʪʫʧʘʶʱʠʭ ʜʝʪʝʡ. ʂʦʛʜʘ ʦʪʢʨʳʣʠʩʴ 
ʢʨʘʩʥʳʝ ʦʛʨʦʤʥʳʝ ʰʪʦʨʳ - ʚʟʦʨ ʨʦʜʠʪʝʣʝʡ ʥʘʧʨʘʚʠʣʩʷ ʥʘ 
ʩʮʝʥʫ. ʗ ʩʤʦʪʨʝʣʘ ʚ ʛʣʘʟʘ ʨʦʜʠʪʝʣʝʡ ʠ ʚʠʜʝʣʘ ʚ ʥʠʭ 
ʚʦʩʪʦʨʛ ʠ ʚʦʩʭʠʱʝʥʠʝ. ʀ ʪʦʛʜʘ ʷ ʧʝʨʝʩʪʘʣʘ ʧʝʨʝʞʠʚʘʪʴ. 
ʂʘʞʜʦʝ ʚʳʩʪʫʧʣʝʥʠʝ ʜʝʪʝʡ ʥʘʯʠʥʘʣʦʩʴ ʠ ʟʘʢʘʥʯʠʚʘʣʦʩʴ 
ʰʢʚʘʣʦʤ ʵʤʦʮʠʡ ʠ ʘʧʣʦʜʠʩʤʝʥʪʦʚ. ʄʥʦʛʠʝ ʨʦʜʠʪʝʣʠ, 
ʟʘʪʘʠʚ ʜʳʭʘʥʠʝ, ʩʥʠʤʘʣʠ ʥʘ ʪʝʣʝʬʦʥ ʢʘʞʜʦʝ ʜʚʠʞʝʥʠʝ 
ʩʚʦʝʛʦ ʨʝʙʸʥʢʘ. ʅʘʰʠ ʫʯʠʪʝʣʷ ʠ ʘʜʤʠʥʠʩʪʨʘʮʠʷ ʰʢʦʣʳ 
ʪʘʢʞʝ ʩ ʚʦʩʪʦʨʛʦʤ ʩʤʦʪʨʝʣʠ ʥʘ ʩʮʝʥʫ. ɺʳʩʪʫʧʣʝʥʠʷ 
ʧʨʦʰʣʠ, ʢʘʢ-ʙʫʜʪʦ ʥʘ ʦʜʥʦʤ ʜʳʭʘʥʠʠ. ʗ ʜʫʤʘʶ, ʯʪʦ ʫʩʧʝʭ 
ʵʪʦʛʦ ʤʝʨʦʧʨʠʷʪʠʷ ʟʘʢʣʶʯʘʣʩʷ ʚ ʪʦʤ, ʯʪʦ ʥʘʰʠ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʳ 
ʦʯʝʥʴ ʪʘʣʘʥʪʣʠʚʳ, ʘ ʠʭ ʧʨʦʬʝʩʩʠʦʥʘʣʴʥʳʝ ʧʝʜʘʛʦʛʠ 
ʧʦʜʦʙʨʘʣʠ ʦʯʝʥʴ ʠʥʪʝʨʝʩʥʳʡ ʜʣʷ ʜʝʪʝʡ ʨʝʧʝʨʪʫʘʨ ʠ 
ʢʘʯʝʩʪʚʝʥʥʦ ʧʨʦʚʦʜʠʣʠ ʨʝʧʝʪʠʮʠʠ, ʦʪʜʘʚʘʷ ʚʩʶ ʩʚʦʶ 
ʵʥʝʨʛʠʶ ʥʘ ʪʦ, ʯʪʦʙʳ ʚʝʯʝʨ ʪʘʣʘʥʪʦʚ ʟʘʧʦʤʥʠʣʩʷ ʠ 
ʚʳʩʪʫʧʘʶʱʠʤ ʠ ʟʨʠʪʝʣʷʤ ʥʘ ʚʩʶ ʞʠʟʥʴ.  
 

ʉʚʝʪʣʘʥʘ ʄʫʟʳʯʝʥʢʦ,  
ʂʦʦʨʜʠʥʘʪʦʨ ʇʦʩʣʝʰʢʦʣʴʥʦʡ  ʇʨʦʛʨʘʤʤʳ 
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2023 TALENT SHOW @ COA MS 

On Friday, December 1st, the COA Middle After School Program hosted the highlight event of the year: the Talent Show. It 
provided a fantastic platform for our students to display their talents and accomplishments, and they did so with remarkable 
success! Throughout the semester, students worked on preparing outstanding performances for the show, including theater 
of shadows, dances, gymnastics, band acts, and individual musical and vocal displays. Families also had a chance to explore 
an exhibit showcasing their students' paintings and photography artwork. 
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